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CLAIMS 

1 . A programmable television services client device for enabling a user to 
navigate to an individual television service, said client device coupled to a 
programmable television services server device, said client device comprising: 

memqry for storing data; 

an interactive program guide contained in said memory for displaying 
program information received by said client device from said server device; 

configuration information contained in said memory that includes a 
plurality of initial gmide arrangements and a selection indication that denotes 
one of said plurality of initial guide arrangements as a selected guide 
arrangement; and \ 

a processor configured to cause said client device to display said 
program information according to said selected guide arrangement, said 
processor responsive to saiM interactive program guide, said configuration 
information, and said first usVr input. 

2. The programmable television services client device of claim 1, wherein 
said selected guide arrangement is configured in a time format jTncluding a centered 
and highlighted ("in-focus") lowest channeAof a plurality of channels in a channel 
portion of said initial guide arrangement and V listing by time of future programs in a 
main program display portion of said initial gu\de arrangement corresponding to said 
plurality of channels shown in said channel portrbn of said initial guide arrangement. 
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3. YThe programmable television services client device of claim 2, wherein 
said processor isuurther responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangemenyn a current time format ^including a highlighted ("in-focus") 
program on the cunfent viewing channel of a plurality of channels in said channel 



portion in said subsequent guide arrangement and a listing by time of curren t and 
fiiturgjKGgrams in a main program display portion of said subsequent guide 
arrangement corresponding to said plurality of channels in a channel portion of said 
subsequent guide arrangen\ent. 

4. The programmableVelevision services client device of claim 2, wherein 
said processor is further responsdve to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement in a user-configured time format^ncluding a highlighted ("in- 
focus") program on a user pre-conffeured viewing channel of a plurality of channels 
in said channel portion in said subsequent guide arrangement and a listing by time of 
current and future programs in a main program display portion of said subsequent 
guide arrangement corresponding to said plurality of channels in a channel portion of 
said subsequent guide arrangement, 

5. The programmable television service\ client device of claim 2 5 wherein 
said processor is responsive to a subsequent user mput to display a subsequent guide 
arrangement with a menu of orderin g formats selectable by a user overlayed on said 
channel portion of said subsequent guide arrangement) 
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6. Tke programmable television services client device of claim 1 , wherein 
said selected guid A arrangement is configured in a th eme format disp laying a first 

\ c-" — - 

alphabetical theme i\a theme portion of said initial guide arrangement and a plurality 



of future programs in stanain program display portion of said initial guide 
arrangement corresponding to said first alphabetical theme shown in said theme 



portion of said initial guidevarrangement. 



7. The programmable television services client device of claim 6, wherein 
said processor is further responsiVe to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement in a current theme format including a highlig hted ("in-focus" ) 



current viewing program for a currenmime slot centered in a main program display 
portion of said subsequent guide arrangement and a theme category corresponding to 
said current viewing program in a theme portion of said subsequent guide 



arrangement. 



1 



8. The programmable television services client device of claim 6, wherein 

said processor is responsive to a subsequent user inVut to display a new theme not 

corresponding to said current viewing program in saicMheme portion of said 
<- ■ — — i — — * \ 

subsequent guide arrangement and a plurality of future programs in a main program 
display portion of said subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to said new 
theme. 
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9. The programmable television services client device of claim 6, wherein 
said processors further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement in a user-configured theme format including a user pre-configured 
theme highlighted na a theme portion of said subsequent guide arrangement and 
programs corresponding to said user pre-configured theme in said main program 
display portion of said subsequent guide arrangement. 

10. The programmable television services client device of claim 6, wherein 
said processor is further responsWe to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement with a menu of ordering formats selectable by a user overlayed on 
said theme portion of said subsequent guide arrangement. 

1 1 . The programmable televisioi^ervices client device of claim 1 , wherein 
said selected guide arrangement is confi gured ii^ a title format displaying a firs t 
alphabetical category in a title portion of said initial guide arrangement and an 
alphabetical listing by time of a plurality of programs in a main program display 
portion of said initial guide arrangement correspondingyto said first alphabetical 
category. \ 
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12. \ The programmable television services client device of claim 11, 
wherein saidVrocessor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a 
subsequent guide arrangement in a current title format including a highlighted ("in- 
focus") current viewing program for a current time slot centered in said main program 
display portion of send subsequent guide arrangement and a title category in said title 
portion of said subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to said current viewing 
program. \ 

13. The programmable television services client device of claim 1 1, 
wherein said processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to display a new title 
category not corresponding to saracurrent viewing program in said title portion of 
said subsequent guide arrangementWd an alphabetical listing by time of a plurality of 
programs in said main program displJ^ portion of said subsequent guide arrangement 
corresponding to said new title category 

14. The programmable television seWices client device of claim 1 1, wherein 
said processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement in a user-configured title format including a user pre-configured 
title highlighted in a theme portion of said subsequent guide arrangement and 
programs corresponding to said user pre-configured ntle in said main program display 
portion of said subsequent guide arrangement. \ 
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15. The programmable television services client device of claim 1 1, wherein 
said processor is funher responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement with a menu of ordering formats selectable by a user overlay ed on 
said title portion of said subsequent guide arrangement. 

16. The programmable television services client device of claim 1, wherein 
said selected guide arrangement is configured in a browse-by menu format including a 
menu of ordering formats selectable by a user. 

17. The programmable television services client device of claim 16, 
wherein a default menu format is a browse-by time format including a listing of future 
programs in a main program display of said initial guide arrangements. 

18. The programmable television services client device of claim 17, 
wherein said processor is further responsive to ^subsequent user input to display a 
subsequent guide arrangement in a current time fotaiat selectable from said browse- 
by menu, said current time format including a highlighted ("in-focus") current 
viewing channel of a plurality of channels in said chanVel portion in said subsequent 
guide arrangement and a listing by time of current and fuWe programs in a main 
program display portion of said subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to said 
plurality of channels in a channel portion of said subsequent guide arrangement. 
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\ 19. The programmable television services client device of claim 16, 
wherein ii default menu format is a browse-by theme format including a listing of 
future programs in a main program display of said initial guide arrangements. 

20. Th^rogrammable television services client device of claim 19, wherein 
said processor is mrther responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement m a current theme format selectable from said browse-by menu, 
said current theme format including a current viewing program for a current time slot 
highlighted ("in-focus")\in a main program display portion of said subsequent guide 
arrangement and a theme csrtegory corresponding to said current viewing program in a 
theme portion of said subsequent guide arrangement. 

21 . The programmable television services client device of claim 20, 
wherein said processor is responsive a subsequent user input to display a new 
theme not corresponding to said current Viewing program in said theme portion of 
said subsequent guide arrangement and a plurality of future programs in a main 
program display portion of said subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to said 
new theme. \ 

22. The programmable television service^client device of claim 16, 
wherein a default menu format is a browse-by title format including a listing of future 
programs in a main program display of said initial guide arrangements. 
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23\ The programmable television services client device of claim 22, wherein 
said processor is further responsive to a subsequent user input to display a subsequent 
guide arrangement in a current title format selectable from said browse-by menu, said 
current title format including a current viewing program for a current time slot and 
highlighted ("in-rocus") centered in said main program display portion of said 
subsequent guide am-angement and a title category in said title portion of said 
subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to said current viewing program. 

24. The programmable television services client device of claim 23, 
wherein said processor is responsive to a subsequent user input to display a new title 
category not corresponding to said current viewing program in said title portion of 
said subsequent guide arrangement and an alphabetical listing by time of a plurality of 
programs in said main program uisplay portion of said subsequent guide arrangement 
corresponding to said new title category. 

25. A method for implementing a programmable television services client device 
to enable a user to navigate to an indiviaual television service, said client device 
coupled to a programmable television services server device, said client device 
comprising the steps of: \ 

implementing a memory for storing data; 

causing an interactive program ftuide contained in said memory to 
display program information received bAsaid client device from said server 
device; \ 
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implementing configuration information contained in said memory that 
includes a plurality of initial guide arrangements and a selection indication 
that denotesone of said plurality of initial guide arrangements as a selected 
guide arrangement; and 

implementing a processor configured to cause said client device to 
display said program information according to said selected guide 
arrangement, said processor responsive to said interactive program guide, said 
configuration information, and said first user input. 

26. The method of clainV25, further comprising the step of: 

causing said selected guide arrangement to be configured in a time 
format including a centered lowest channel of a plurality of channels in a 
channel portion of said initial guide arrangement and a listing by time of 
future programs in a main prograrrl display portion of said initial guide 
arrangement corresponding to said pWality of channels shown in said channel 
portion of said initial guide arrangement. 

27. The method of claim 26, further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be responsiv^o a subsequent user input to 
display a subsequent guide arrangement in a current time format including a 
centered current viewing channel of a plurality of channels in said channel 
portion in said subsequent guide arrangement and a lining by time of current 
and future programs in a main program display portion of said subsequent 
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guida arrangement corresponding to said plurality of channels in a channel 
portion of said subsequent guide arrangement. 

28. The mVthod of claim 26, further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be further responsive to a subsequent user 
input to displaA a subsequent guide arrangement in a user-configured time 
format including^ highlighted ("in-focus") program on a user pre-configured 
viewing channel on a plurality of channels in said channel portion in said 
subsequent guide arrangement and a listing by time of current and future 
programs in a main program display portion of said subsequent guide 
arrangement corresponding to said plurality of channels in a channel portion 
of said subsequent guide arrangement. 



29. The method of claim 26, further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be further responsive to a subsequent user 
input to display a subsequent guide arrangement with a menu of ordering 
formats selectable by a user overlayed on said channel portion of said 
subsequent guide arrangement. 

30. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step 
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causing said selected guide arrangement to configured in a theme 
format displaying a first alphabetical theme in a theme portion of said initial 
guide arrangement and a plurality of future programs in a main program 
display portion of said initial guide arrangement corresponding to said first 
alphabetical themeXshown in said theme portion of said initial guide 
arrangement. \ 

3 1 . The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display a subsequent guide arrangement in a current theme format including a 
current viewing program for aVurrent time slot centered in a main program 
display portion of said subsequent guide arrangement and a theme category 
corresponding to said current viewVig program in a theme portion of said 
subsequent guide arrangement. \ 



32. The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be responsiveNto a subsequent user input to 
display a new theme not corresponding to said cutrent viewing program in 
said theme portion of said subsequent guide arrangement and a plurality of 
future programs in a main program display portion ofWid subsequent guide 
arrangement corresponding to said new theme. \ 
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33. Thdmethod of claim 30 5 further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be further responsive to a subsequent user 
input to disblay a subsequent guide arrangement in a user-configured theme 
format includmg a user pre-configured theme highlighted in a theme portion 
of said subsequent guide arrangement and programs corresponding to said user 
pre-configured thence in said main program display portion of said subsequent 
guide arrangement. 

34. The method of clairA 30, further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be further responsive to a subsequent user 
input to display a subsequenNguide arrangement with a menu of ordering 
formats selectable by a user ov^rlayed on said theme portion of said 
subsequent guide arrangement. 



35. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of: 

causing said selected guide arrangemen\ to be configured in a title 
format displaying a first alphabetical category in X title portion of said initial 
guide arrangement and an alphabetical listing by tin^e of a plurality of 
programs in a main program display portion of said initial guide arrangement 
corresponding to said first alphabetical category. 
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36. VThe method of claim 35, further comprising the step of: 

Vcausing said processor to be responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display ^subsequent guide arrangement in a current title format including a 
current viewing program for a current time slot centered in said main program 
display portioui of said subsequent guide arrangement and a title category in 
said title portion of said subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to said 
current viewing program. 

37. The method of claim 3 5, further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display a new title categorwiot corresponding to said current viewing program 
in said title portion of said subsequent guide arrangement and an alphabetical 
listing by time of a plurality of programs in said main program display portion 
of said subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to said new title 
category. \ 

38. The method of claim 35, further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be further responsive to a subsequent user 
input to display a subsequent guide arrangement in\a user-configured title 
format including a user pre-configured title highlighted in a theme portion of 
said subsequent guide arrangement and programs corresponding to said user 
pre-configured title in said main program display portionW said subsequent 
guide arrangement. \ 
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39. The method of claim 35, further comprising the step of: 

\ causing said processor to be further responsive to a subsequent user 
input to display a subsequent guide arrangement with a menu of ordering 
formatsVelectable by a user overlayed on said title portion of said subsequent 
guide arrangement. 

40. The method of claim 25, further comprising the step of: 

causing Wd selected guide arrangement to be configured in a browse- 
by menu format including a menu of ordering formats selectable by a user. 

41 . The method of claim 40, further comprising the step of: 
causing said default menu format to be a browse-by time format 

including a listing of future programs in a main program display of said initial 
guide arrangements. \ 

42. The method of claim 41 , furtheV comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display a subsequent guide arrangement in ^current time format selectable 
from said browse-by menu, said current time format including a centered 
current viewing channel of a plurality of channel^n said channel portion in 
said subsequent guide arrangement and a listing by rune of current and future 
programs in a main program display portion of said subsequent guide 
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arrangement corresponding to said plurality of channels in a channel portion 
of said subsequent guide arrangement. 

43. The method of claim 40, further comprising the step of: 

causingWid default menu format to be a browse-by theme format 
including a listing of future programs in a main program display of said initial 
guide arrangements 
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44. The method ofVlaim 43, further comprising the step of: 

causing said processor to be responsive to a subsequent user input to 
display a subsequent guidAarrangement in a current theme format selectable 
from said browse-by menu, Said current theme format including a current 
viewing program for a current\ime slot centered in a main program display 
portion of said subsequent guideWrangement and a theme category 
corresponding to said current vieW^ig program in a theme portion of said 
subsequent guide arrangement. 

45. The method of claim 44, further comprising the step of: 
causing said processor to be responsi\e to a subsequent user input to 

display a new theme not corresponding to said oairrent viewing program in 
said theme portion of said subsequent guide arrangement and a plurality of 
future programs in a main program display portion \f said subsequent guide 
arrangement corresponding to said new theme. 
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46. Tne method of claim 40, further comprising the step of: 
causing said default menu format to be a browse-by title format 

including a Msting of future programs in a main program display of said initial 
guide arrangements. 

47. The methfod of claim 46, further comprising the step of: 
causing said processor to be responsive to a subsequent user input to 

display a subsequent\guide arrangement in a current title format selectable 
from said browse-by menu, said current title format including a current 
viewing program for a current time slot centered in said main program display 
portion of said subsequent Wide arrangement and a title category in said title 
portion of said subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to said current 
viewing program. \ 

48. The method of claim 47, fiVther comprising the step of: 
causing said processor to be responsive to a subsequent user input to 

display a new title category not corresponding to said current viewing program 
in said title portion of said subsequent guide arrangement and an alphabetical 
listing by time of a plurality of programs irrajaid main program display portion 
of said subsequent guide arrangement corresponding to said new title 
category. \ 
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